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How to use “Places Within” function in FamilySearch Catalog 

 

Searching/finding place names within counties in England using the “places within” function. 

FamilySearch > Search tab > Catalog > Place search for England > Search results: 

 

 

Note that in the results there is a button for “SEE PLACES WITHIN ENGLAND”. 

If you click on this button it will display a list of the 39 historic counties in England: 

You can click on any of the place names in this list and connect to the FamilySearch holdings 

for that county. 
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Select KENT and connect to the catalog page for Kent. In the results page for Kent you see 

there are 1,175 items, which is too many to search efficiently. This list is all the collections 

that FamilySearch holds for the county level of Kent. But note there is another button on the 

results page for “SEE PLACES WITHIN ENGLAND, KENT”. > Click on this button and 

connect to a list of places within Kent, which is a list of all the parishes in Kent. (There are 

over 400 parishes in Kent, so this image is only the top portion of the full list on the FS 

webpage.) 

 

You can click on any of the place names in this list and connect to the FamilySearch holdings 

for that parish. > Select Addington and connect to the catalog page for that parish.  
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This is the typical display you are used to seeing in the catalog for the place where you are 

searching for the records. 

You can also do this process in reverse, and drill back up in levels of places within. Do this 

by clicking on the button in the top right area of the catalog page: 

 

 

 

If you click on that button it will return you to the catalog page for Kent showing holdings at 

the county level where you will see again the button for places within Kent.  

 

 

 

 

 

Remember that the place search is oriented by jurisdiction. If you click on the “part of” button 

it goes up to the next higher level of jurisdiction; if you click on “places within” it goes down 

to the next lower level of jurisdiction. For example, when viewing the county of Kent, “part 

of” goes up to England; “places within” goes down to the parishes in that county. 

This is a very useful feature of the FamilySearch catalog that allows you to drill down within 

a geographic or jurisdiction level such as a country, state, province or county to find place 

names and the holdings in FamilySearch associated with those places. You can use this 

same process for states within U.S. and provinces or regions in other countries. 
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